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Welcome aboard and congratulations on your orders to VT-31.  I am sure that you will find instructing in the T-44 to be one of the most rewarding and challenging flying experiences of your career. 

Our goal is to get you through the FITU 102 days after you start systems.  You can expect to be scheduled everyday – twice a day for most Instrument events.  There will be days that you are not scheduled; please use these days to knock out any other training you may need; i.e. tests, briefs.  Please read the Master Curriculum Guide to ensure that you are aware of the prerequisites for each flight.  Take the tests on any NMCI computer by going to the VT-31.com Website and click on other links.  The FITU Admin Assistant will show you how to get set up and will schedule your FITC/IRATS/SWIM PHYS.  If you need to take leave this normally will not be a problem, but try to arrange to take it BEFORE you start systems.  Leave papers should be routed through the FITU stan officer, scheduler and then the FITU OIC.

Here is a little of what to expect:
Get your FITU Check-In Package from the FITU Admin Assistant.  She will schedule your Ground School class, (High Risk Screening Form, and Up-Chit completed during medical check-in with Flight Doc), FITC, Flare Gun, and Swim Phys (if needed).  Ensure you stop by the book issue (Bldg 1824 Rm 116) and get your materials before Ground School class.  As for the other required briefs/exams, attend them when required throughout the syllabus as they will give you an insight as to what the students are being taught on the ground and they are prerequisites for being scheduled for certain IUT events in the plane. If you are starting a new stage and have not taken a test, done interactive courseware or attended a ground school lecture, you are probably wrong.  Double-check the curriculum guide.

CPT’s/Sims:  You will do 5 CPT’s (Cockpit Procedural Trainers).  They will be scheduled the week after the systems class.  Expect one CPT the first day and from there after you MAY be double scheduled till you are finished.  The co-pilot for the CPT’s is a newly designated Aviator…so show up prepared. After those you will have 3 NATOPS flights & 5 INAV(instrument) SIMS.  After these you will have several more instrument and contact flights till your initial check.  The intent is to get you comfortable flying this multiengine aircraft.  The rest of the syllabus will consist of SRI flights.  What this means to you is learning to fly, and more importantly, instruct from the right seat.
NATOPS phase: The NATOPS phase means you are mainly responsible for the NATOPS and nobody will grade you heavily on your knowledge of the FTI.  That being said, the NATOPS manual is very vague on how to perform maneuvers.  Recommendation is that you use the FTI as a guide from the beginning so that you are successful.  The T-44 is a highly checklist intensive aircraft with great emphasize being placed on crew coordination and CRM.  Checklist familiarity is a must.
NATOPS 0(C0101) is just like your FAM 0.  Know the airplane and the preflight and you won’t have any problems.  
NATOPS flights:  All of the discuss items and required maneuvers are listed in Ch 5.  NATOPS 1-3 are usually exposure flights to get you used to the A/C.  However, if you are feeling fine, there is no reason to delay in training, so expect everything.  The IP’s like to get you moving on Single-Engine work ASAP.  There is a lot to get done in 3 flights, and even more to be proficient for the NATOPS Check.  The NATOPS phase is heavily affected by weather, so expect the flow to be out of the ordinary, and be prepared for any of the maneuvers on any flight.  

INAV:  You will fly six RI sims followed by 5 RI flights.  After this you will get you Instrument check, contact review, and NATOPS check.  No surprises here.  Make sure you get the open and closed book done well ahead of time (but not more the 60 days before your flights.  Don’t be the guy that has to cancel a NAX because you didn’t get your tests done.  The T-44 systems are not that hard compared to your fleet aircraft, so a general understanding of what is going on with the airplane is expected.  Asterisked items mean MEMORY items.
INAV SRI:  You will have five “SRI” flights (Seven for the T44-C), four INAV with a comprehensive check ride with emphasis on instrument instruction at the end. You will have a student profile BEFORE showing up for these flights and be prepared to brief as if you were the IP. The I4590 will be flown with the Skipper so have your stuff together.

CNATRA aircraft are incorporating GPS into the syllabus.  You will do GPS events, usually accomplished on any INAV flight that has a working GPS.   

 Throughout all of the flights you will be working on the maneuvers themselves, proper teaching techniques and required “talkies”.  See the instructing for dummies binder to help with these items.
DUTY:  The FITU does not require a duty (at this time-may change soon).
When you get out of the FITU, you will be qualified to instruct INAV.  No Contact events yet.  Your first 250 hours will be INAV.  Upon reaching 150 hours you will fly an upgrade syllabus with the squadron and after that expect DCON flights followed by your first on-wing.

You should not have a ground job in the FITU.  Your job is to learn the T-44.  You don’t have to hang around all day but spend some time in the wardroom getting to know the other IPs.  Make sure somebody gives you a FAM on the beer fridge.

Again, welcome aboard and we will see you in the air.
