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Welcome aboard and congratulations on your orders to VT-35.  I am sure that you will find instructing in the TC-12 to be one of the most rewarding and challenging flying experiences of your career. 

Our goal is to get you through the ITU 102 days after you start systems.  You can expect to be scheduled almost everyday.  There will be days that you are not scheduled; please use these days to knock out any other training you may need; i.e. tests, briefs.  Please read the Master Curriculum Guide to ensure that you are aware of the prerequisites for each flight.  Course Rules, Instrument Stan, and SOP quizzes may be taken on any NMCI computer. If you need a water survival refresher, the VT-35 NATOPS department will schedule you. Please see LT Woten to determine if this will be necessary. Taking leave is generally not a problem, but try to arrange it before you start ground school. Leave papers should be routed through LT Woten and the FITU OIC.

Here is a little of what to expect:

Get your ITU Check-In Package from LT Woten or Eliza at the FITU. Eliza will schedule your Ground School class and FITC. Your High Risk Screening Form, and Up-Chit should be completed during medical check-in with Flight Doc. Ensure you stop by the book issue (Bldg 1824 Rm 211) and get your stuff before Ground School class. Other briefs and exams are required throughout the syllabus, some will be scheduled and others you are expected to attend or complete on your own. Double check the curriculum guide and syllabus flow chart before you start a new phase of flights. 

CPT’s/Sims:  You will do 5 CPT’s(Cockpit Procedural Trainers).  They will be scheduled the week after the systems class.  Expect one CPT each day.  If there is not another IUT in the syllabus with you, your co-pilot may be a current student or a newly designated Aviator…so show up prepared.  

NATOPS phase: The NATOPS phase means you are mainly responsible for the NATOPS and getting used to flying the plane. The FTI (Flight Training Instruction) is not the focus, however the NATOPS manual is very vague on how to perform maneuvers.  My recommendation is that you use the FTI as a guide from the beginning so that you are successful.  The TC-12 is a checklist intensive aircraft and we highly emphasize CRM.
C0101 is just like the FAM 0 you remember from flight school. The brief will consist mostly of discussion items, and then an aircraft walkaround.  Read through the brief items in your curriculum guide and be familiar with the aircraft preflight.   

Instruments:  You will fly 6 RI sims followed by 5 RI flights.  After this you will fly an Instrument check, contact review, and NATOPS check ride.  No surprises here.  The open and closed book NATOPS exams must be completed within 60 days prior to your NATOPS check (C4390) – get them done ahead of time, you will not be scheduled for them. If we are able to get your Instrument check (I4290) done within 60 days of your INAV exam in ground school, that will qualify as your instrument exam. It is usually pretty close, so keep an eye on the amount of time that has passed so you can be scheduled for an exam if necessary. Please get your flight time and instrument numbers ready for the checkride paperwork ahead of time. Mandy will help you fill out the Instrument rating request form and NATOPS checkride form.  These is no specific requirement to sit in either seat for these events, I recommend moving to the right seat to increase your comfort level there as soon as you feel comfortable with the checklists.
   
SRI phase: You will have four “SRI” flights, then a comprehensive check ride (I4590) with the squadron CO. These flights are flown from the right seat and are designed to challenge you as an instructor in this aircraft. You should have a typical student profile planned BEFORE showing up for these flights and be prepared to brief as if you were the IP. 

When you get out of the ITU, you will be qualified to instruct the initial RI flights (I41xx, I42xx, I44xx) .  Upon reaching 75 IP hours you will fly a contact upgrade syllabus with the squadron.  Plan to do two sets of on-wings shortly thereafter. 

You should not have a ground job in the ITU.  Your job is to learn the TC-12.  You don’t have to hang around all day, but spend some time in the wardroom getting to know the other IPs.  Again, welcome aboard.!

Very Respectfully,

LT Josh Woten
TC-12 ITU Program Manager
Cell:  207-841-0974
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