Dear Prospective VT-28 IP,
Congratulations on your orders to VT-28 and welcome to the training command.  A great, challenging and rewarding tour awaits you.  I can imagine that you have some questions/concerns about the road ahead.  I will try to anticipate your questions and offer answers in hopes of providing useful information. 

First, it is IMPERATIVE that you complete your aviation physiology and aviation water survival refreshers prior to arriving in Corpus Christi since neither is offered locally.  Additionally, make sure your endorsement includes both T-6B and T-34C and your expiration date is beyond your VT-28 Projected Rotation Date.
Corpus Christi is a coastal city in the South Texas region of the U.S.  It extends into the Aransas, Kleberg, and San Patricio coun-ties. The metropolitan area population in 2008 was 416,376.  The population was 305,215 in the 2010 census making it the eighth largest city in the state.  The translation from Latin of the city's name is Body of Christ.  The city has been nicknamed the "Sparkling City by the Sea", particularly in literature promoting tourism.  The city is home to the Naval Air  Station Corpus Christi and Port of Corpus Christi, the fifth largest port in the nation and is served by the Corpus Christi International Airport.  Just about everything you need may be found right along South Padre Island Drive (SPID).
Base housing can be difficult to come by.  However, if you are planning to rent or buy a house, there is much development and new communities being built all over town.  There are many apartments to choose from.  I recommend taking some house-hunting leave to look around.  Decent two-bedroom apartments go for $850-$1000, and houses rent for $1,000 and up.  House prices vary greatly based on the part of town, size, and even builder.  Most decent homes seem to be in the $130-$180,000 range.

Upon your arrival, you will start as an Instructor Under Training (IUT) in the Instructor Training Unit (ITU), which is run by TW-4.  The goal is to have you qualified as an Instructor Pilot in three months, weather permitting.  First, you will complete a ground school curriculum starting with Systems class followed by Cockpit Procedural Trainer simulators (CPTs).  You will be NATOPS quail-fied in six flights and then you will begin instructor training.  At completion of the IUT, you will receive qualifications as a Day Contact (DCON, formerly FAM) and Instrument Navigation (INAV, formerly RI’s & BI’s) instructor. 
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As an instructor, you can expect to fly two syllabus events per day on average (approximately 40-60 hours per month).

Occasionally we do fly weekends. Normally we have enough volunteers for both weekend flying and cross-countries between our active duty component and selective reservists.  In the past, there has been a detachment to New Mexico in the late winter to early spring due to the weather conditions in Corpus.

During your time in the IUT, you will not have a ground job.  However, as soon as you are done, you can count on getting one.  Obviously, some jobs require more work than others, but all entail less than you are used to in the fleet.  The standard uniform of the day is flight suit.  The Operations department is good at honoring your legitimate snivels for school and other pressing matters.

If you are thinking of pursing an advanced degree, this is an excellent time to do so.  Available schools include Texas A&M Corpus Christi, Park University, and Embry-Riddle.

Overall, the weather is very warm.  The winter is pretty nice, mostly 60-70s. Summer is characterized by high humidity with temperatures in the 80s by the morning and the low to high 90s by afternoon. Over 100-degree days are not uncommon.  It gets particularly hot here in the Sparkling City by the Sea!

To get more information, please visit the squadron's webpage at https://www.cnatra.navy.mil/tw4/.

Are you married?  Do you have kids?  Are you and your dependents traveling together?  Do you need help making reservations or finding a hotel when you get here?  Do you need a ride from the airport?  Let me know if you have any questions or if there is anything I can do to help make your transition to shore duty a little easier.  As your sponsor, I look forward to seeing you in the Ready Room.

Corpus Christi is a great place to be, with all the flying you could want and more.
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WELCOME TO VT-28
In order to serve you better, please answer the following questions and return this form to your sponsor via e-mail: 
DATE__       ________                           _________

NAME/RANK________________________________________________

PHONE NUMBER _                               ____________

HAVE YOU BEEN CONTACTED BY YOUR SPONSOR?           YES/NO

ARRIVAL DATE IN CORPUS CHRISTI  ___                 _____

______________________________________________      _____
ARE THERE ANY EXCEPTIONAL NEEDS THAT REQUIRE OUR ASSISTANCE (BOQ, HOUSING, EXCEPTIONAL FAMILY MEMEBERS, ETC)? _______________________________________________      _____

_______________________________________________      _____

_______________________________________________      _____
HOW WOULD YOU LIKE YOUR NAME TAG TO READ?

___________________________________________________________

Thank you for your time.  We are looking forward to your arrival.
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HELPFUL CORPUS CHRISTI WEBSITES AND PHONE NUMBERS

NAS Corpus Christi Information:

https://www.cnatra.navy.mil/tw4/ (TAW-4 and VT-28 Homepage)

www-nhcc.med.navy.mil    (Naval Hospital, there is no emergency room at NAS-CCAS)

GENERAL INFORMATION:

www.corpusquest.com  Useful local website with weather and other local info
www.ccbayarea.com  Business, medical, tourism and event listings for Corpus Christi and the surrounding area, this website also has useful information about Padre Island.  www.corpuschristi-tx-cvb.org (Convention & Visitor Bureau)

HOUSING INFORMATION:

BOQ/BEQ (361) 961-2380
The BOQ and BEQ at NASCC are consolidated and located on Ocean Drive on the Northeast corner of the base, across the street from the Bay Club (Officer and Enlisted Club).  

www.corpus-christi-apartment-finders.com  1-800-864-2703   There are many local apartment finders and an abundance of nice and affordable apartment complexes.   Expect to pay around: $500-$550 for a 1 BR; $600-$650 for a 2 BR; and $750-$850 for a 3 BR.   Most complexes have military discounts, clauses and promotions.  This is definitely a renters’ market town with plenty of options for housing.
www.prucorpus.com  (Prudential Realities)

Padre Island is located across the SPID bridge.  To get to the island, take SPID from town past the base.  Padre Island has a laid-back, vacation atmosphere and many nice houses and town-homes for sale or rent.  When arriving on the Island, you will see a number of real estate agencies on the main road.  Rentals here can be cheap especially during non-tourism months; con-sequently, many of our single IPs choose to live on the island.  
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COLLEGE INFORMATION:

www.tamucc.edu   (Texas A&M Corpus Christi)

www.delmar.edu    (Del Mar College)

SCHOOL INFORMATION:  

www.iwacc.org   (Incarnate Word Academy) local private catholic school

http://www.greatschools.net/modperl/browse_district/277/tx    Links to all Corpus Christi public schools 
TV AND RADIO STATIONS:

www.mix939.com  (Oldies 93.9)

www.hotz95.com  (Z95)

www.c101.com    (C101)

www.kristv.com  (24 Hour Local News Information)

For more information about Corpus Christi and assistance in re-locating, please visit the following sites:  

www.militaryonesource.com 

www.MilitaryHOMEFRONT.dod.mil/moving
http://www.corpuschristichamber.org
If you wish to speak with someone, feel free to call NAS Corpus Christi Fleet and Family Support Center at (361) 961-2372/ 861-2372 DSN or Housing at (361) 961-3336/ 861-3336 DSN.
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T-34C Instructor Under Training (IUT) INFORMATION

  
Welcome to Naval Air Station, Corpus Christi, and Training Wing Four (TW-4).  TW-4 Training Department is fulfilling the role as Instructor Training Unit for all T-34C IUTs assigned to VT-28.  Your time as an IUT should last approximately 90 days.  Upon initial designation as an instructor, you will be qualified to instruct Day Contact and Instrument Navigation (INAV) flights.  Day Contact is compromised of the stages formerly known as FAM, PA, and day VNAV, while INAV is comprised of the stages formerly known as RI, BI and Air NAV.  Following is the general sequence of events upon checking into the TW-4 and VT-28:
1.  Before arriving at Naval Air Station, Corpus Christi, ensure that your water survival will not expire while assigned to VT-28.  You are required to have the qualification for both the T-34C and T-6B aircraft.  You cannot fly without it.  See OPNAVINST 3710.7 series for details.

2.  Marines need to report to MATSG and drop off their Officer Qualification Reports (OQR).

3.  Report to VT-28 ADMIN.  The ADMIN Office is located in Hangar 56, upper deck on the parking lot side.  They will provide you with an ADMIN check-in sheet to be completed.

4.  The next step is to check in at the Flight Instructor Training Unit (FITU) in Hangar 58.  Report upstairs to the admin spaces for check-in and initial scheduling.  More information can be found in CNATRA instruction 1542.61L w/CH-1, 2, & 3, the Primary Flight Instructors Master Curriculum Guide at the following webiste: https://www.cnatra.navy.mil/pubs/instruct.htm
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The following phone numbers may be useful:

VT-28 Duty Office:  (361) 961-3367, DSN 861-3367

     VT-28 CO/XO:        (361) 961-2458, DSN 861-2458

     VT-28 ITU:          (361) 961-2805/04, DSN 861-2805/04

     PENSACOLA WATER SURVIVAL:     DSN 922-3801

     NORFOLK WATER SURVIVAL:       DSN 564-3720

     MIRAMAR WATER SURVIVAL:       DSN 577-4158

     LEMOORE WATER SURVIVAL:       DSN 949-4388/89

     JACKSONVILLE WATER SURVIVAL:  DSN 942-5366
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